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A note from the editor… 
 
 How are you doing with your 
Christmas preparations? I hope you are 
taking some time to prepare yourself for the 
birth of your king! Just for fun I thought I 
would give you a little Christmas quiz. Do 
this as a family and enjoy time together. 
 Name these Christmas Carols as we 
did with these first few. 
 The clues of course are the first 
letters of the words in the titles of the 
songs. 
1.  S C I C T T    Santa Claus is Coming To 
Town   2.   I S M K S C I Saw Mommy   
3.   J B    4.    I D O A W C  5.   R T R N R 
6.   C R O A O F 7.   D Y H W I H ? 
8.   A I A M    9.   F T S   10.  O C A Y F  
11.  I C U A M C 12.  O L T O B  
13.  J T T W  14.  S  N    15.  L I S     
16.  W C I T ?            17.  T T D O                    
18.  G R Y M G      19.  H T H A S             
20.  W W Y A M C   
 Maybe you don’t need them, but 
here are the answers anyway!  1.   Santa 
Claus is Coming To Town  
2.    I saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus 
3.    Jingle Bells 
4.    I’m Dreaming of a White Christmas 
5.    Rudolf the Red Nosed Reindeer 
6.    Chestnuts Roasting on an Open Fire 
7.    Do You Hear What I Hear? 
8.    Away In a Manger 
9.    Frosty the Snowman 
10   O come all ye faithful 
11.  It came upon a midnight clear     
12.  O little town of Bethlehem       
13.  Joy to the world 
14.  Silent Night 
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15.  Let it snow 
16.  What Child is this? 
17.  The twelve days of Christmas 
18.  God rest ye merry gentlemen 
19.  Hark the herald angels sing 
20.  We wish you a Merry Christmas 
 If you got most of these then you 
have been Christmas caroling once or 
twice. 
 Have a blessed Christmas season 
  Phyllis 
 
 
 
 
 

Just A 
Thought…… 
 
In November we 
celebrated the 
confirmation of 
Lydia Schaefer and 
Dan Glamack.  As 
with any event that 
is held publicly, 

there is always a great deal of work 
performed behind the scenes and this 
occasion was no different.  The Christian 
Education committee made sure Lydia and 
Dan’s journey went smoothly and 
culminated with a wonderful celebration in 
Fellowship Hall.  But most especially, Joan 
Hall  and Judd Rockcastle  deserve our 
thanks and praise for a job well done.  
Without the mentoring and friendship they 
so freely shared with Lydia and Dan during 
this entire process, I dare say there would 
have been no Confirmation Sunday.  Let us 
all take a lesson from their wonderful 
example of Christian love. 
 Last year at the start of the Advent 
season we began to hear a familiar 
message with consistent regularity.  That 
message was simple.  There is no need to 
look any further than Scripture for God’s 
instructions on how we should be in His 
service; I’m talking specifically about 
Matthew 25:34-46.  We are Christ-like when 
we feed the hungry, clothe the naked, give 

the thirsty a drink or visit the sick and 
imprisoned.   
 It always seems when I begin to 
forget that teaching, the Lord puts someone 
in my path to remind me of his word.  About 
a month ago I found myself in need of a 
new stove.  Joe Walters, one of our 
Methodist neighbors stopped over and 
agreed to remove my old stove, that’s when 
Joe said something that humbled me and 
got my Advent season off to a great start.  
Without even giving it a second thought, 
Joe said that he would take the old stove 
into his shop and clean it up.  Then Joe 
said “it’s the holidays, we’ll give it to 
someone who needs a stove”.   
 During this holiday season (and 
hopefully beyond) perhaps all of us could 
make a little extra effort to be in the service 
of others.  Heaven knows there are a lot of 
needy people among us.  Would it hurt any 
of us to reach out to the less fortunate and 
share our Christian love and faith?  Don’t let 
this suggestion overwhelm you, Jesus isn’t 
asking us to feed the five thousand, He’s 
asking us to take care of our neighbor.  
With God’s help, I think we can all do that. 
 Finally, most of you know I enjoy 
watching The O’Reilly Factor.  Well recently 
Mr. O’Reilly was promoting some 
merchandise sales and mentioned a new 
bumper sticker they have available.  The 
bumper sticker says; “We Say MERRY 
CHRISTMAS”.  And so let that be a 
reminder to all of us as we prepare to 
celebrate this holiday season.  Jesus IS the 
REASON for the SEASON!!!! 
 

  M erry Christmas! 
   Sandy 
       

 
 

    
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

PASTOR’S COLUMN  

ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRAYER, MINISTRY 
AND HUMOR 

Don’t forget—The newsletter is going to 
bimonthly issues beginning with the January 
issue.  
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                            13   Jacquie Walters 
                            24   Diane England 
                            28   Mary Gliewe 
                            29   Gladys DeSain 
                            30   Roger Silvernail 

                

First Sunday is Mission Sunday . 
 
 On each first Sunday two offering plates 
are passed. The wicker plate is a Special 
offering for outreach to local missions.  
 You are also encouraged to bring can 
goods and paper goods for the community 
cupboard.  
 In addition to your canned goods and 
fresh vegetables and fruit The Blessings 
Cupboard needs paper products and personal 
items.  Food stamps do not cover these items. 
 

Adult Bible Study 
 

Advent of the Savior 
A LifeGuide Bible Studies 

 
December 7, 2009 
December 21, 2009 

Just For Fun  

 
Upcoming Events 

 
7:30 Wed. nights Choir rehearsal  
Dec.6 
 
 

-Women’s Breakfast 
8:00 AM @ Twins Diner 
2nd Sunday in Advent 
-Sunday school- 9:00 
-First Sunday Mission 
offering & collection for 
Blessings Cupboard 
-prayer group after 
church 

Dec. 7 Bible Study – 7:00-8:30 
Dec. 11 Book Club 7:00; The 

Nineteenth Wife, David 
Ebershoff 

Dec. 13 
 

3rd Sunday in Advent 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dec. 15 Deadline for Jan/Feb  
Newsletter 

Dec. 16 Sunday School 
Dec. 18 Last Friday Free Supper 

(next-to-last Friday) 
Dec. 20 -Sunday School 

-4th Sunday in Advent 
 
 
 
 
 

Dec. 21 Bible Study—7:00-8:30 
Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Family 

Service 7:30 
Dec. 25 Merry Christmas 
Dec. 27 -Men’s Breakfast 

8:00 AM @ Twins Diner 
 

 
“A coincidence is God’s way of remaining 

anonymous.” 
—Unknown 
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· Lectionary Readings December 
(Year B-begin Year C) 

 

Dec 6       Malachi 3:1-4 
                      Luke 1:68-79   
                      Philippians 1:3-11   
                      Luke 3:1-6  
Dec 13           Zephaniah 3:14-20  
                       Isaiah 12:2-6   
                       Philippians 4:4-7   
                       Luke 3:7-18  
Dec 20            Micah 5:2-5a  
                       Luke 1:46b-55 or 
                       Psalm 80:1-7  
                       Hebrews 10:5-10  
                       Luke 1:39-45, (46-55) 
Dec 27            1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26   
                        Psalm 148   
                        Colossians 3:12-17   
                         Luke 2:41-52   

· The Ties That Bind  
 

  “More tears are shed over 
answered prayers than 
unanswered ones.”        
—St. Teresa of Ávila 

 During the month of December pray 
for all friends and members of our 
congregation who are unable to attend 
worship or are journeying through difficult 
times. Especially remember Madelyn, 
Joanne, Edythe, Lil, Rhoda and Rosalie. 
  
 In addition please offer prayers for 
these friends and members in December. 

Ken & Mary Martin  
John Barrington  
Carl & Nancy Stewart 
Robin Stewart family 
The Glamack family 

  

· Book Club  
 

 The Book Club will meet 7 to 8:30 on 
December 11th. We are reading The 
Nineteenth Wife by David Ebershoff. 

 “Faith, I tell them, is a mystery, 
elusive to many, and never easy to 
explain.” 
 Sweeping and lyrical, spellbinding 
and unforgettable, David Ebershoff’s The 
19th Wife combines epic historical fiction 
with a modern murder mystery to create a 
brilliant novel of literary suspense.  
 It is 1875, and Ann Eliza Young has 
recently separated from her powerful 
husband, Brigham Young, prophet and 
leader of the Mormon Church. Expelled and 
an outcast, Ann Eliza embarks on a 
crusade to end polygamy in the United 
States. A rich account of a family’s 
polygamous history is revealed, including 
how a young woman became a plural wife. 
 Soon after Ann Eliza’s story begins, 
a second exquisite narrative unfolds–a tale 
of murder involving a polygamist family in 
present-day Utah. Jordan Scott, a young 
man who was thrown out of his 
fundamentalist sect years earlier, must 
reenter the world that cast him aside in 
order to discover the truth behind his 
father’s death. 
 And as Ann Eliza’s narrative 
intertwines with that of Jordan’s search, 
readers are pulled deeper into the 
mysteries of love and faith.  
 About the Author: David Ebershoff is 
the author of two novels, Pasadena and 
The Danish Girl, and a short-story 
collection, The Rose City. His fiction has 
won a number of awards, including the 
Rosenthal Foundation Award from the 
American Academy of Arts and Letters and 
the Lambda Literary Award, and has been 
translated into ten languages to critical 
acclaim. Ebershoff has taught creative 
writing at New York University and 
Princeton and is currently an adjunct 
assistant professor in the graduate writing 
program at Columbia University. For many 
years he was the publishing director of the 
Modern Library, and he is currently an 
editor-at-large for Random House. He lives 
in New York City. 

PEWPOINTS  
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· Operation Christmas Child  
 

 We had a successful Operation 
Christmas Child campaign with 25 boxes 
packed, wrapped and sent to children 
across the world. Thank you to everyone 
who helped to make this project 
meaningful. 

The gifts for the boxes are laid out ready for 
stuffing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Daniel Glamack who organized the project 
for his Confirmation project stands with the 
stuffed and wrapped boxes. 
Enjoying the meal: 

 
Bob, Sandy, Jacquie, Larry, Donna, Jackie 
and Alice  

Bev, Judd, Lujza, Joan, Bill, Daniel, Cheryl 
and Nick 

Bob, Jan, Marilyn, Mary, Beth and Jim 

 
Rachel, Rebecca, Andy and Lydia   
 

· The Holiday Fair 
   
 The Holiday Fair was held on 
November 21st. On the 20th Bob and his 
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merry band of pie bakers spent the day 
baking delicious pies to tantalize the senses 
of all who passed by our booth.  
 The booth was basically sold out by 
the end of the day and we thank Bev Clark 
for her origination skills that brought us to 
another successful sale. A big thank you 
too to all who worked at home baking 
and/or making crafts or jams and jellies and 
all those who baked at the church and then 
spent the day at the school selling our 
wares. Without all of you we would not be 
successful. 
 

· Confirmation Sunday  
 

 Lydia Schafer and Daniel Glamack, 
having completed their study with their 
mentors, Joan Hall and Judd Rockcastle 
were confirmed on November 15, 2009. 
Family members and friends gathered with 
our congregation to welcome these young 
folks into our fellowship.  

 
Pastor Sandy Porrey conducts the 
confirmation service for Lydia Schafer and 
Daniel Glamack.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 
“As you have received Christ Jesus as 
Lord, Continue to live your lives in him.” 

       --Colossians 2:6 
 

· Advent anticipation 
 

 In early church history, Advent 
began as a time of repentance. It served as 
preparation for Epiphany, which was the 
second most popular day for baptisms 
(after Pentecost). Common traditions during 
the Advent season, including wreaths and 
candles, add to the anticipation of Jesus’ 
birth. Another tradition is to leave the 
manger empty when you set up your 
nativity scene. Then, during Christmas 
morning celebrations, you can place the 
newborn baby Jesus in his “bed.” 
 

· Christ in you 
 

 Angelus Silesius (aka Johann 
Scheffler), born in Germany in the 17th 
century, was a physician, priest, hymn 
writer and poet. He knew Christ as far more 
than a historical figure. Silesius allowed 
Christ to dwell in his heart and to guide his 
life as completely as possible. He wrote this 
poem about allowing Christ to be born and 
live in each of us.  
 

Though Christ a thousand times in 
Bethlehem be born,  
If he’s not born in thee, thy soul is 
still forlorn.  
The cross on Golgotha will never 
save thy soul;  

Joan Lydia 

Dan Judd 
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The cross in thine own heart alone 
can make thee whole. 

 

· New publishing schedule for 
newsletter  

 

 Gabriel’s Horn will become a 
bimonthly newsletter beginning in January 
2010. Why has this decision been made? 
We will decrease the cost of printing and 
mailing the hardcopies of the newsletter 
and the work load of the volunteer will also 
significantly decrease.  
 The publication schedule is as 
follows: 
 January/February 
 March/April 
 May/June 
 July/August 
 September/October 
 November/December 
 The change will require due 
diligence on the part of all those who have 
announcements and articles to place in the 
newsletter. For example, the deadline for 
the January/February 2010 newsletter is 
December 15th (the 3rd Tuesday of the 
month). All the information for January and 
February must be in on that date.  
 As will all changes we need time to 
adjust. Let’s try this for a year. If all went 
well we will continue the new schedule into 
the next year. But, If we are ready to return 
to a monthly newsletter we will.  
 

· Family photo 
 

 An 8-year-old girl was showing her 
4-year-old sister some pictures from her 
Bible. The younger sister was fascinated by 
a picture of Mary and baby Jesus. After 
examining it intently, she asked, “But 
where’s Joseph?”  
 The older sister thought for a 
moment and replied, “He’s taking the 
picture.” 
 

· Lessons and carols 
 

 The traditional Christmas Eve 
service using Bible lessons and Christmas 

carols was first held in England in 1918 at 
Cambridge University’s King’s College. Eric 
Milner-White, a 34-year-old who had just 
been appointed dean of King’s, planned the 
service. His previous experience as an 
army chaplain convinced him that the 
Church of England needed to make worship 
more expressive.  
 The service has been broadcast 
from King’s annually since 1928, missing 
only one year (1930). Radio listeners could 
tune in and hear the service during World 
War II, although the name of King’s couldn’t 
be broadcast due to security precautions. 
During the war, the chapel’s antique glass 
— and thus all its heat — had been 
removed.  
 Every year, millions of people 
worldwide listen to the “Festival of Nine 
Lessons and Carols.” Since 1919, the 
service has begun with the hymn “Once in 
Royal David’s City.” 
 Join us on December 24th for our 
Lessons in Carols. This is a candlelight 
family service beginning at 7:30. 
 
· Christian Symbols 
 

Evergreen Tree 
 

 These trees, which 
keep their green leaves 
year-round, are symbolic 
of Christmas, eternal life 
and God’s everlasting 
love. In the Bible, 
evergreen trees are called 
the “cedars of Lebanon,” 

suggesting growth (Psalm 92:12), height 
(Amos 2:9), fragrance (Hosea 14:6) and 
steadfast faith. 
 

· A world invaded by love 
 

 We live in a world that is desperately 
in need of a love bath. It has had its share 
of blood baths, starvation, epidemics of 
fatal diseases and every imaginable plague 
across the centuries. Many years ago the 
world was invaded by love. That is what 
Christmas is all about.                  —Bill Elli 
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RICH IN HERITAGE, 
 

BONDED IN LOVE, 
 

GROWING IN CHRIST 
 

 

Bob at the grill 


