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A note from the editor...

We can't help but think of newness
and new beginnings at this time of year. We
are always encouraged to think about New
Year’s resolutions—to think about what we
can do individually and corporately to bring
us closer to the people God intends us to
be. This is not always an easy task.
Sometimes we feel lethargic, unable to take
action, bored with things and just plain full
of a “who cares” attitude!

Corporately we do have a resolution
before us. We are called to renew our
excitement and enthusiasm for Jesus
Christ. As Sandy mentions in her message,
we will have a relaxed service on the third
Sunday of each month. Andy Schafer has
agreed to take on the responsibility for
these services. Look forward to what they
will bring. The details have not been worked
out, but we can be sure they will bring us a
worship experience that is different from
what we have on the other Sundays of the
month. Neither form of worship is “better”
than the other. Each type of service brings
us the opportunity to feel things in a
different way, to touch our hearts and
enliven our spirits.

Thank you for saying “yes” Andy.
Look forward with me to the first service to
be January 17"

Rejoice and worship and praise the

In Christ,
Phyllis

Lord.



PASTOR'S COLUMN

Just A
Thought......

Sometimes
we get so used
to having
something, we
begin to take it
for granted.
Starting with this
month’s issue, Gabriel's Horn will
now be published bi-monthly. I've
mentioned it before but it bears
repeating, our newsletter is one of
the Dbetter quality and more
informative church newsletters out
there. We all owe Phyllis a huge
thank you for her time, hard work and
love that she has put into making
Gabriel’s Horn the superior
publication that it is. Thank you
Phyllis!!

| don’'t care what people say,
change is never easy for anyone.
But sometimes change is necessary
to move forward or to achieve our
goals. Beginning January Andy
Schaefer will serve our congregation
once a month as the worship leader.
This one Sunday each month will
reflect the “contemporary” worship
style that folks expressed an interest
in experiencing. The service will
continue on the third Sunday of each
month.

What's funny about writing an
article just before Christmas for the
next two months is the challenge of
planning ahead. For instance the
season of LENT begins on February
21, 2010. That's right; Easter is early

this year — April 4, 2010. If you have
any ideas about what you would like
to do during our Lenten journey,
please let me know. We have been
offering our Wednesday night soup
suppers and discussions for five
years now. Would you like to do
something different or continue these
meetings? What say you?

| sincerely hope that each of
you had a blessed Christmas and |
wish you all a happy and healthy
2010.

See you in church,
Sandy

ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRAYER, MINISTRY
AND HUMOR

First Sunday is Mission Sunday

On each first Sunday two offering plates
are passed. The wicker plate is a Special
offering for outreach to local missions.

You are also encouraged to bring can
goods and paper goods for the community
cupboard.

In addition to your canned goods and
fresh vegetables and fruit The Blessings
Cupboard needs paper products and personal
items. Food stamps do not cover these items.

Notice of the Annual Meeting o f
The First Congregational Church
Of East Bloomfield
January 31, 2010
Following church service
Read the article on page 5 for important details.




Just For Fun

January 26 Lil Carver
January 28 Don Shultz
February 1 Lujza Rockcastle
February 10 Ceara Stewart
February 14 Mick Eddy
February 22 Doug Sutphin

February 29 Nancy Stewart

Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper

Tuesday, February 16

4:00-7:00

Donations at the door will provide money for
the mission and outreach program of this
church.

Upcoming Events

7:30 Wed. nights  Choir rehearsal

Jan 4 -Women’s Breakfast
8:00 AM @ Twins Diner
-Sunday school- 9:00
-First Sunday Mission
offering & collection for
Blessings Cupboard

Jan. 6 Epiphany
Jan 17 -Sunday school 9:00
Jan 18 -Martin Luther King Day

-Book Club 7:00; Wesley
the Owl, Stacey O’Brien
Jan 24 Annual Meeting of The
First Congregational
Church following the

service.
Jan 29 Last Friday Supper, 5-7
Jan 31 Men’s Breakfast
8:00 AM @ Twins Diner
Feb. 7 Sunday School 9:00
Feb. 14 -Transfiguration of the
Lord
-Valentine’s Day
Feb. 16 -Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper
-Deadline for
March/April _Newsletter
Feb. 17 Ash Wednesday
Feb. 21 -Sunday School 9:00
-Lent begins
Feb. 22 Book Club-The Member
of the Wedding, Carson
McCullers
Feb. 26 Last Friday Free Supper
Feb. 28 -Men’s Breakfast

8:00 AM @ Twins Diner
-Second Sunday in Lent

Please check the table in Fellowship for
opportunities to serve in the outreach of the
church.

Sign up to plan and cook a Last Friday
supper!!




PEWPOINTS

Lectionary Readings
January/February (Year C)

Jan 3

Jan 10

Jan 17

Jan 24

Jan 31

Feb 7

Feb 14

Jeremiah 31:7-14
Psalm 147:12-20 or
Wis. of Sol. 10:15-21
Ephesians 1:3-14
John 1:(1-9), 10-18

Isaiah 43:1-7
Psalm 29

Acts 8:14-17

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

Isaiah 62:1-5

Psalm 36:5-10

| Corinthians 12:1-11
John 2:1-11

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10

Psalm 19
| Corinthians 12:12-31a
Luke 4:14-21

Jeremiah 1:4-10
Psalm 71:1-6

| Corinthians 13:1-13
Luke 4:21-30

Isaiah 6:1-8, (9-13)
Psalm 138

| Corinthians 15:1-11
Luke 5:1-11

Exodus 34:29-35
Psalm 99

Il Corinthians 3:12-4:2
Luke 9:28-36, (37-43)

Ash Wednesday

Feb 17

Feb 21

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 or
Isaiah 58:1-12

Psalm 51:1-17

[l Corinthians 5:20b-6:10
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

Deuteronomy 26:1-11

Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16
Romans 10:8b-13
Luke 4:1-13

Feb 28 Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18
Psalm 27
Philippians 3:17-4:1
Luke 13:31-35 or
Luke 9:28-36

The Ties That Bind

“Pursuing prayer is prayer on a
L)\ mission. It is diligent, fervent,
U constant, persevering,
determined, and convinced.”
~ David Bryant

Please pray for our friends and
members who are unable to attend worship
or are journeying through difficult times.
Especially remember Madelyn, Joanne,
Edythe, Lil, Rhoda and Rosalie.

In addition please offer prayers for
these friends and members in January and
February
Beverley Clark  Judd & Lujza Rockcastle
Albert & Patty Gliewe Janice & Bob Kelly
Rhoda Effrige Sandy Porrey
Mary Gliewe Diane England
Don & Jackie Shultz

Jim Rechtin will undergo treatment
for prostate cancer in January.

Jackie Shultz’s cousin’s daughter,
Sierra, is in home hospice in California.

Patty Gliewe (Albert's wife) has
kidney failure and is starting dialysis. Her
address is 4633 Ontario Street Ext.,
Canandaigua, New York 14424. She would
love to receive cards.

In February Phyllis Rechtin is having
a procedure called ablation to solve the
problems with her A-Fib.

Keep all our friends who winter south
or west in our prayers. Safe journeys and
safe return in the spring.

Book Club




January 18" the book club will meet
to discuss Wesley the Owl, Stacey O’Brien.

On Valentine's Day 1985, biologist
Stacey O'Brien first met a four-day-old baby
barn owl -- a fateful encounter that would
turn into an astonishing 19-year saga. With
nerve damage in one wing, the owlet's
ability to fly was forever compromised, and
he had no hope of surviving on his own in
the wild. O'Brien, a young assistant in the
owl laboratory at Caltech, was immediately
smitten, promising to care for the helpless
owlet and give him a permanent home.
Wesley the Owl is the funny, poignant story
of their dramatic two decades together.

February’s reading is Member of the
Wedding, Carson McCullers. We meet
February 22. This is the story of an
adolescent girl who triumphs over
loneliness and gains maturity through an
identity that she creates for herself in her
mind. It is with this guise that twelve year
old Frankie Addams begins to feel confident
about herself and life.

The author seems to indicate that
one can feel good about oneself through
positive thinking regardless of reality. The
novel teaches that one's destiny is a self-
fulfilled prophecy, seeing one's self in a
certain light oftentimes.

Call to the Annual Meeting

The annual meeting of The First
Congregational Church of East Bloomfield
is January 24, 2010 following the church
service in Fellowship Hall.

All _reports are due to Robert
McConnell by January 10",

Revised By-laws of the church will
be presented and voted on at this meeting.
The changes in the By-laws reflect our
association with the National Association of
Christian Congregational Churches.

The  following revisions are
suggested:

Article 3 POLITY
Paragraph 3 to read; We accept a
covenant of fellowship with the National

Association of Congregational Christian
Churches (NACCC). We, the members of
this Church, stand with all those who
acknowledge Jesus Christ as Lord and
Savior.

Article 6 OFFICERS

Section 1: Pastor

2) When a Pastor has been called, an
Ecclesiastical Council of The Vicinage shall
be invited to ordain and/or install the Pastor
in accordance with common practice.

Section 9 Delegates to the Annual Meeting
of the NACCC

At the annual meeting of the Church,
delegates shall be elected to the NACCC
Annual Meeting. Such delegates may have
their expenses paid to meetings of this
organization by the Church. Upon the
inability of the elected delegate to attend,
the delegate shall appoint and alternate.

Article 12

Section 2: Apportionment:

The Church will financially support the
NACCC with a contribution per member.

Copies of the current and revised
Bylaws are on display in Fellowship Hall.

Sunday school teachers

Our Sunday school year is well
under way with our new curriculum “Bible
Max”. We hope our children are catching
the excitement of “getting into the Bible”
while the Bible gets into them!

The teachers for the remainder of
the Sunday school year are:

January Judd & Lujza Rockcastle
February Alice McConnell

March Joan Hall

April Janice Kelly

May Rebecca Schafer

June Bev Clark

Sunday school is held on the first
and third Sunday of each month. Please
write the # and title of the lesson you taught
on the list that is in the teacher’s guide.

You may take the black box with the
materials home with you at the beginning of
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your month. On your last day of teaching
please leave the box with the entire
supplies in it on the shelves for the next
teacher.

Don't forget to check out and use the
recorded music on the DVD and or the CD
and check out the Jabbermat. There is a
book in the file box with suggestions on
how to use this for games that support your
lesson.

If you have any questions please
contact Phyllis Rechtin.

Goodbye, old year

Old Year! upon the Stage of Time

You stand to bow your last adieu;

A moment, and the prompter’s chime

Will ring the curtain down on you.
—Robert W. Service

A winning pattern for the New
Year

Some anonymous wise person
penned the following directions for living
without bringing pain to others or oneself:

“You will never be sorry — for
thinking before acting, for hearing before
judging, for forgiving your enemies, for
being candid and frank, for helping a fallen
brother, for being honest in business, for
thinking before speaking, for being loyal to
God and the church, for standing by your
principles, for refusing to participate in
gossip, for holding your words when
tempted to demean another, for not
entertaining impure or hateful thoughts, for
sympathizing with the afflicted, for being
courteous and kind to all.”

A New Year'’s resolution

Economically speaking, 2009 was a
dreadful year for many families around the
world. Some lost homes, cars and jobs.
Many are unable to fund college educations
for their children, and bank accounts have
dwindled. What will 2010 bring: movement
toward less of everything or toward a more
hopeful future?

Here’s a good resolution to make:
“Our family will pay close attention to our
income, our savings and our necessary
purchases. We will keep a record of every
dollar spent and every dollar saved.”

Money accumulated, invested and
given wisely will bring peace of mind and
the ability to contribute more to the church
and people in need. Families must develop
a healthy attitude toward money. Scripture
doesn’'t condemn money; it simply warns
against loving it or making it an idol (1
Timothy 6:10).

With God as our mentor, nearly
every family can avoid having crushing
debt. Wise stewardship brings relief and
unbridled joy to those who practice it. As
economist George Humphrey said, “I don’t
think you can spend yourself rich.”

New publishing schedule for
newsletter

The publication schedule is as
follows:

January/February

March/April

May/June

July/August

September/October

November/December

The change will require due
diligence on the part of all those who have
announcements and articles to place in the
newsletter. The deadline for articles is still
the 3™ Tuesday of the month. For the
March/April edition the deadline will be
February 16" Practice thinking ahead 2
months at a time and get the
announcements and articles to me on time.
Also, please give me names of people you
want to remember with prayers in “The ties
that bind” article.

As with all changes we need time to
adjust. Let’s try this for a year. If all went
well we will continue the new schedule into
the next year. But, if we are ready to return
to a monthly newsletter we will.

Be a love hird



Many stories about the origin of
Valentine’s Day have come down through
the centuries. There’'s no definitive story,
but most revolve around the imprisonment
of Valentinus (St. Valentine) for his
disregard of Roman laws.

Many legends are also associated
with Valentine’s Day. For example, because
birds seemed to arrive and mate in some
countries in mid-February, human couples
came to be called “love birds.”

In 1667, the first recorded Valentine
card was printed. Today, people will give
their sweethearts countless millions of
cards and acres of heart-shaped boxes
filed with candy. But why wait for
Valentine’s Day to share love with others?
Remember Jesus’ words in John 13:34
(NRSV): “I give you a new commandment,
that you love one another.”

Thinking of Lent

For the past few years we have
enjoyed a special Lenten time with our
brothers and sisters from the United
Methodist Church across the park. I, for
one, (the editor) want this relationship to
continue. Each year we have had videos
with discussion. Maybe a time of Bible
study or other Lenten study would be good
this year. Sandy has asked for your
input. Be sure to tell her what's on your
mind. And then when all is prepared plan to
be there to make your Lenten journey
meaningful.

A Newsletternewsletter article reads,
“Advent prepares us for Christ’'s birth; Lent
prepares us for the glorious act of Christ’s
resurrection. Churches have special
services during the weeks of Lent, but it's
what each of us does regarding our spiritual
life that makes Lent most meaningful.

Lent is a good time to read, study
and inwardly digest the four gospels. (The
word gospel means “good news.”)

A college student decided to work
his way through Matthew, Mark, Luke and

John for his Lenten devotional time. Soon
he was fascinated by the stories, such as
the Pharisees and Sadducees trying to trap
Jesus in debate. The brilliant Jesus handled
every occasion with wisdom, leaving the
authorities dumbfounded.

During his devotional time, the
student was filled with laughter and
amazement at the brilliant son of God, who
was only in his 30s. Get to know the good
news, and you'll understand the young
man’s amazement.”

Equal opportunity

When young Kelli said her prayers
each night, she would bless every family
member, every friend and every pet
(current or past).

Toward the end of her prayers, she’d
say, “And all girls.”

One night her father asked his
daughter why she always ended that way.

“Because,” she replied, “everybody
else always finishes their prayers by saying,
‘All men.”

Seventy years

By the time youre 70 years old
(Ed.’s note: That's a lot of us in this
congregation!), you will have spent nearly a
guarter of a century sleeping. The average
person spends about 23 years of his or her
life in bed. Here are estimates of how most
Americans spend their waking hours during
those 70 years:

* 11 years working

8 years in leisure pursuits
* 6 years eating

» 5 years grooming

* 4 years being educated

* 3 years talking

* 2 years reading

* 6 months worshiping God

Perhaps Sunday morning worship
isn’t as long as it seems.

His personal ministry



Newspapers recently carried the
story of a concerned layman who started a
new kind of prayer ministry. He set up a
booth close to a fairly busy road. He hung a
sign that read “Need prayer? Stop here.”

The man was surprised at the
response. He was kept busy praying. After
all, who doesn’t need prayer?

What a blessing that a man with a
thoughtful mind and a concerned spirit
chose to minister to passers-by, who were
humble enough to admit they needed
prayer.

A statement of faith

A half century ago, Milward Simpson
was the governor of Wyoming. He was a
Christian who trusted God without question.
He and his wife often shared this statement
of faith:

The light of God surrounds us,

The love of God enfolds us,

The power of God protects us,

And the presence of God watches over us;
Wherever we are, God is.

Governor Simpson once told of flying
in an airplane that developed engine
trouble. Instead of giving in to fear, he and
his wife held hands and together recited the
words they tried to live by. The plane
landed safely.

Having a positive statement of faith
can be helpful in many situations. Why not
create one for yourself and your family — or
use the prayerful statement the Simpsons
recited.

Cultivating good habits

Entering a new year is a good time
to inventory our habits — the bad ones as
well as the good. Greek philosopher
Aristotle once opined on this subject: “Moral
excellence comes about as a result of habit.
We become just by doing just acts. We
become temperate by doing temperate
acts. We become brave by doing brave
acts.”

Just so, we will become faithful
lovers of God by seriously worshiping and
faithfully following the Christian way of life.
Attending corporate worship, learning more
about Christianity, doing good deeds for
others and participating in fellowship events
are all good habits. They enhance your life
and bring joy to people around you.

Now is the time

We live in troubling times, with wars,
poverty, hunger, economic woes, health
scares and more. So what now?

Believe this: We Christians will
survive the test! Faith, prayer and discipline
will bring us victory. Our love for God and
the need for worship, Christian education
and joyous fellowship will ultimately prevail.

A pastor who worked in a city's
poverty-stricken area was asked how his
work was going. He answered: “It is a hand-
to-mouth existence: God’s hand providing
for our mouths.” So it may be for many
churches and people today. But God
promises to see us through.

What if?

What if God didn't walk with us today
because we failed to recognize it as His
day?

What if we never saw another flower bloom
because we grumbled when God sent the
Rain?

What if, God took away His message
because we failed to listen to the
messenger?

..... THINK  ABOUT THIS ONE.....

What if, God didn't send His only begotten
Son because He wanted us to be prepared
to pay the price for sin?

What if, the door of the church was closed
because we did not open the door of our
heart?
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RICH IN HERITAGE,
BONDED IN LOVE,

GROWING IN CHRIST
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