
1 

                                        
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

STAFF 
 
 
 
Pastor:                        Sandy Porrey  

(585) 657-7766 
sporrey@rochester.rr.com  

 
Adm. Assist.:                         Gladys DeSain 

(585) 657-7360 
 
Choir Director:                           Bethyn Boni 

  (585) 396-2788 
bboni@nycc.edu 

 
Organist:                              Donna Messner 

  (585) 657-6579 
lmessner@aol.com   

 
Sextons:                   Alice & Bob McConnell 

  (585) 657-7236 
armcconnell69@aol.com 
mcconnell899@aol.com 

 
Newsletter:                            Phyllis Rechtin 

   (585) 657-7018 
rechtin@rochester.rr.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
A note from the editor… 
 

  
 Our Sunday school children will 
receive their Bibles during church on June 
7th during the Children’s message. Parents 
bring your children to church and support 
them as they receive the tool for Christian 
living. All of us in the congregation need to 
speak directly to the children to tell them 
how pleased we are that they are a part of 
our church. Encouragement and love goes 
a long way to help them on their journey! 
 Sunday school will end for the 
summer on June 21. In the fall the Christian 
Ed board is planning a Rally Day for the 
entire congregation. Don’t miss this 
opportunity to fellowship with our church 
family! (Date to be announced!) 
 As we enjoy the summer months 
always remember that God does not 
vacation! He is always present with us, 
guiding us, loving us and keeping His 
promises. We are richly blessed. So, do 
enjoy the summer, but don’t take a vacation 
from church. We will have some 
ecumenical services in the park (look for 
announcements for dates in bulletins). We 
expect to continue our fellowship with the 
folks from the United Methodist Church 
across the park. This year the folks from the 
Episcopal church on Main Street will join 
us. What a blessing to come together in 
Christ. 
 Last Friday free suppers are in full 
swing and doing well. Bible Study with Andy 
Schaefer is underway. We are busy, Praise 
God.            
                          Blessings, Phyllis 
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Just A 
Thought……  
 
Spring is as good a 
time as any for us 
to pause and 
appreciate what is 
happening around 
us.  For instance 
several weeks ago 

I was sitting in my family room reading Bill 
O’Reilly’s “Culture Warrior” and when I 
looked up from the pages to give my eyes a 
break, I noticed that the buds on the trees 
were just starting to become noticeable.  
During the subsequent two or three weeks 
after that, I made it a point to check on the 
progress of the same leaves.  I know this is 
going to sound silly to many, but it was like 
there was something special or different 
about this springtime. It was as if I was 
seeing God’s beauty with new or different 
eyes.  Or even perhaps with a different 
appreciation or awareness.  Since then; 
 
I’ve been wondering  how many of us are 
so caught up in our daily routines, that we 
don’t make the time to notice the beauty 
that surrounds us daily?   
 
I’ve been wondering  what has to happen 
for us to listen for and seek God’s 
presence? 
 
I’ve been wondering  if it takes disease or 
tragedy for us to slow down in order to 
contemplate what is “really” important in 
this life? 
 
I’ve been wondering  why after the 
“emergency” is over with, do we so easily 
fall back into the way things were? 
 
I’ve been wondering  why we seem 
surprised that when tragedy or disease 
does strike, we question God’s existence?   
 

I’ve been wondering  if we compare our 
faith to a muscle, and we don’t work out or 
feed that muscle….why are we surprised 
when it atrophies? 
 
I’ve been wondering  what God thinks of 
His global creation as it is today? 
 
I’ve been wondering if any of these 
questions will spur someone on to make 
changes? 
 
I’ve been wondering  how to conclude this 
message …..and I think “praise God from 
whom all blessings flow”  will sum it up 
nicely. 
 
 See you in church, 
   Sandy 
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PASTOR’S COLUMN  

ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRAYER, MINISTRY 
AND HUMOR 

Tell the Editor 
Please check the boxes below to notify the 
editor of the following items: 
o  Please send the newsletter by email. 
Email address:_____________________ 
 

o  Please include my birthday in the  
    newsletter:  
Date: _____________________________ 
 

o   Please put this in “The Ties that Bind”  
_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
Name:    __________________________ 
Phone:  ___________________________ 

Please return to Phyllis Rechtin. Thanks! 
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Last Friday Suppers  
 

Every last Friday 
we are offering a 
free meal  to 
anyone who wants 
to join us. 

June’s free meal is on June 26th   5-7 PM. 
 

 
 

 
Upcoming Events 

 
Wed. @ 7:30 PM Choir rehearsal  
June 1 -6:00 Christian Ed 

meeting 
-7:00-8:30 Bible Study,  

June 7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Trinity Sunday 

-Women’s Breakfast 
8:00 AM @ Twins Diner 
-Sunday School 
-Bible Sunday for 
Sunday school children 
-First Sunday Mission 
offering & collection for 
Blessings Cupboard 
-prayer group after 
church 

June 8 Bible Study 7-8:30 
June 14 
 
 
Flag Day 

-prayer group after 
church 
-Council meeting after 
church 

June 15 Trustee Meeting 
June 16 Deadline for July-August 

Newsletter 
June 18 Book Club 7:00, The 

Watchers, Dean Koontz 
June 21 -Father’s Day 

-Sunday school 
-prayer group after 
church 
-First day of Summer 

June 22 Bible Study 7:00-8:30 
June 26 Last Friday Free meal 5-

7 PM 
June 28 -Men’s Breakfast 

8:00 AM @ Twins Diner 
-prayer group after 
church 

 

       

 
 
 
 

 
 6-6 Jean Webb 
 6-9 Andy Schaefer 
 6-14 Josh Schaefer 
 6-16 Nancy Walters 
 6-19 Jackie Shultz 
 6-20 Janice Kelly 
  Daniel Glamack 
 6-26 Dale Carver 
  Joan Hall 
 6-30 Beth Boni 

Just For Fun  

Area Event, Ionia Methodist Church 
Strawberry Social Thursday, June 18th, and 
Raspberry Social Thursday, July 16th. 
Both at 4:30 - 7 PM at the Ionia Fire Hall on 
County Road #14—Hot dogs, hamburgers, 
salads and, of course, delicious strawberry 
desserts! Priced "a la carte". 
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· Lectionary Readings for June 
(Year B) 

 

June 7 Isaiah 6:1-8  
  Psalm 29  
  Romans 8:12-17  
  John 3:1-17  
June 14 I Samuel 15:34-16:13  
  Psalm 20  
  II Corinthians 5:6-10; 14-17  
  Mark 4:26-34 
 June 21  I Sam 17:(1a, 4-11,19-23),32- 
                     49 
  Psalm 9:9-20 
  II Corinthians 6:1-13  
  Mark 4:35-41  
June 28  II Samuel 1:1, 17-27 
  Psalm 130 
  II Corinthians 8:7-15  
  Mark 5:21-43 
 

· The Ties That Bind  
 

  “More tears are shed over 
answered prayers than 
unanswered ones.”        
—St. Teresa of Ávila 

 During the month of June pray for all 
friends and members of our congregation 
who are unable to attend worship or are 
journeying through difficult times. Especially 
remember Madelyn, Joanne, Edythe, Lil, 
Rhoda and Rosalie. 
 Pray for Jim Rechtin as he has 
reconstructive surgery on June 2nd.  
 Bill Hall is in need of you prayers for 
a return to health. 
 Mona Eddy is recovering from 
successful hand surgery. Praise God! 
 Rosalie Munson is missing her 
church friends in East Bloomfield. Please 
send her cards and notes to: Rosalie 
Munson, Hill Haven, 1550 Empire Blvd., 
South II, Webster, NY 14580. 
 In addition please offer prayers for 
these friends and members: 
 07 Donna Magraw  
 14 Madeline & Joann Patterson 

 21 Anne Lincoln 
 28 Rich & Nancy Walters 
 Pray for our servicemen and women.  

· Book Club  
 

June 18, 7:00 pm 
The Watchers, Dean Koontz 
 
(From the Publisher) 
From a top secret government laboratory 
come two genetically altered life forms. One 
is a magnificent dog of astonishing 
intelligence. The other, a hybrid monster of 
a brutally violent nature. And both are on 
the loose... 
 
Bestselling author Dean Koontz presents 
his most terrifying, dramatic and moving 
novel: The explosive story of a man and a 
woman, caught in a relentless storm of 
mankind's darkest creation... 
(New York Times) “The suspense holds to 
the end.” 
 
July 22, 2009, 7:00 PM  
 
The Eye of the Elephant, Mark and Delia 
Owens (An Epic Adventure In The African 
Wilderness) 
 In a remote Zambian valley where 
elephants gracefully wandered into camp to 
eat fruit from the trees, the authors of the 
bestselling Cry of the Kalahari discovered a 
new wilderness Eden. But peace was short-
lived when they were drawn into a struggle 
that threatened their lives.  
 Expelled from Botswana for writing 
Cry of the Kalahari, the Owenses set off 
across Africa. They settled in Zambia, 
where they soon found their peace 
shattered by the gunfire of elephant 
poachers. This is the story of the couple's 
battle to save the elephants and their own 
lives. 
 
August 19, 7:00 
Can't Wait to get to Heaven, Fanny Flagg 
 

PEWPOINTS  
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 What happens to you when you die? 
That's the big question Fannie Flagg 
tackles in her latest novel, and she uses the 
kind-hearted inhabitants of Elmwood 
Springs to address this debate. After 80-
something Elner Shimfissle falls off her 
ladder, she's brought to the hospital where 
she finds herself floating down hallways 
and into elevators that go in every direction, 
including sideways, thus embarking on her 
journey to Heaven. And in keeping with her 
personality, she has a lot of questions for 
her maker. At the same time, Elner's 
worrywart niece Norma and Norma's loving 
and loyal husband Macky are at her side. 
The news of her accident spreads through 
the town like wildfire, and each resident 
reflects on Elner and how she touched their 
lives. Elner was a mother and grandmother 
all rolled into one for Luther Griggs, who 
has no parents to speak of. 
 Like good neighbors, the women of 
Elmwood Springs waste no time 
descending on the scene of the accident at 
Elner's house. Tot Whooten, of Tot's Tell it 
Like it Is Beauty Salon, and Ruby Robinson 
rush over to make sure someone feeds her 
cat and that things are in order, so poor 
Norma won't have to return to a mess. 
Ruby is shocked by the discovery she 
makes in the bedroom. Why would a 
woman like Elner keep a gun in her dirty 
laundry basket? 
 At the same time, Elner's journey to 
Heaven continues. Was that just Ginger 
Rogers who passed her in the hallway? 
She sees her sister Ida (Norma's mother), 
deceased for many years now, who will act 
as her initial escort on her heavenly 
journey. Ida takes no time reprimanding 
Elner for not honoring her dead sister's wish 
and letting that Tot Whooten do her hair for 
her funeral, even though she specifically 
asked for someone else. Even in the 
afterlife, you still have to listen to someone 
gripe. But as her sister explains, each one 
of us is ushered into Heaven by someone 
special to us. Each person gets a slightly 
different experience; it's tailor-made for the 
individual. 

 Elner Shimfissle, a minor character 
in the other Elmwood Springs novels, 
moves to the forefront here with her 
infectious curiosity and good cheer. She 
allows the author to discuss topics such as 
death and the afterlife, with a breezy, 
upbeat tone. Her characters and situations 
might seem corny or sentimental in anyone 
else's hands, but Flagg effortlessly 
transports you to a world of old --- a place 
where your front porch was the place to go, 
where neighbors looked out for each other, 
and a cool glass of iced tea cured all the 
world's ills. 
 The mystery aspect of the story feels 
a bit tacked on, but the musings on Heaven 
and life are charming and comforting. And 
no story about kindly neighbors and small 
towns would be complete without a few 
good recipes like "Neighbor Dorothy's 
Heavenly Caramel Cake" and "Mrs. 
McWilliams' Corn Bread" --- recipes as 
sweet and wholesome as the story itself. 
  --- Reviewed by Bronwyn Miller 
 

· All About Dads 
 

Hooray for fathers 
A Houston newspaper asked readers to 
send in thoughts about their fathers. Letters 
flooded in, and what people wrote about 
their fathers is most inspiring. 
A few comments:  
• Dad was always there for me. He 
sacrificed to make sure that we had what 
we needed.  
• When disappointment came my way, Dad 
said, “Son, real life ain’t about getting what 
you want but more about doing something 
with what you get.”  
• My dad was disabled, but he worked hard 
to make sure we children had a good 
education and lived moral lives. He would 
say, “I want you to succeed more than I 
did.”  
• My dad wanted us to be Christians and 
took us regularly to church.  
 
What would you write about your father? 
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Henry Neumann says, “Many an excellent 
man is tempted to forget that the best 
offering he can make his children is 
himself.” 
 
What is a father? 
 
Being of the male species does not make a 
man a father, for a dad is a special blend of 
hero, disciplinarian, a friend, someone to 
look up to, someone to model … someone 
with a touch of the “mother” in him, 
someone who is big enough to say, “The 
fault was mine” … someone who lives the 
kind of life that makes you want to say, “I, 
too, shall follow him!”   —Dr. Alton Kaul 
 
The greatest gift I ever had 
Came from God; I call him Dad! 
~Author Unknown 
 
And here is a poem for all you Dads out 
there! 

Happy Father's Day 
 

A Dad is a person 
who is loving and kind, 

And often he knows 
what you have on your mind. 
He's someone who listens, 

suggests, and defends. 
A dad can be one 

of your very best friends! 
He's proud of your triumphs, 
but when things go wrong, 

A dad can be patient 
and helpful and strong 

In all that you do, 
a dad's love plays a part. 

There's always a place for him 
deep in your heart. 

And each year that passes, 
you're even more glad, 
More grateful and proud 
just to call him your dad! 

Thank you, Dad... 
for listening and caring, 
for giving and sharing, 

but, especially, for just being you! 
   

· Being fit  
                      Shared by Phyllis Rechtin 

          I guess there are many ways we can 
be fit! Of course there is “Spiritually fit.” We 
do that by attending church regularly so we 
can be nurtured by God’s word, be blessed 
by the sound of music and be enriched and 
encouraged by the people we call our 
sisters and brothers. 
          We can be educationally fit by 
staying up to date on world events 
          Mental fitness comes through 
learning to love ourselves. By believing in 
the statement that “God does not make 
junk!”  
          Another way of being mentally fit is to 
challenge ourselves with crossword 
puzzles, word searches and those 
challenging Sudokos! 
          To me the most challenging fitness 
comes with trying to obtain physical fitness! 
Ugh! I need the same kind of 
companionship I receive on Sunday 
morning when I’m trying to exercise. Do any 
of you feel the same way I do? You need 
people you like around you, people who 
can encourage you and spur on when you 
feel like giving up. I wonder if anyone is 
interested in a fitness club through our 
church. Here’s an idea my daughter (who 
bikes to work, runs and participates in 
marathons!) gave me over the Memorial 
Day weekend. She suggested we extend 
our fellowship hour with a walk –maybe a 
goal of 1 mile to start with. We could wear 
tee shirts saying we are from First 
Congregational Church and just enjoy our 
fellowship while we are walking for fitness! 
Eventually we might make it an ecumenical 
event. We walk around to the Methodist 
Church, pick up more walkers, walk to the 
Episcopal Church for more walkers and 
then drop off walkers on the reverse route. 
Kind of sounds like fun to me. If this 
interests anyone, let’s talk about a plan! We 
could be EBCGF. (East Bloomfield 
Christian’s Getting Fit!). Let me know what 
you think of this idea—even if you hate it! 
 

· Focusing on the Trinity 
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Christians are monotheists, meaning we 
believe in only one God. Yet we talk about 
the doctrine of the Trinity. In the church 
year, the Sunday after Pentecost is known 
as Trinity Sunday. It’s a day for focusing on 
what theologians call the Triune God — the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  
 
Someone said about the concept of the 
Trinity, “You will lose your soul if you don’t 
believe it, and you will lose your mind if you 
try to explain it.”  
 
The bottom line is this: God (one Person) 
has been revealed to mankind in three 
ways. He is our Creator, who then came to 
Earth as our Savior (in the person of Jesus) 
and is eternally present with us as the Holy 
Spirit.  
 
On Trinity Sunday, we praise our Triune 
God for meeting all our needs.  
  

· A humble thought  
 

I clearly recognize that all good is in God 
alone, and that in me, without Divine Grace, 
there is nothing but deficiency. The one 
sole thing in myself in which I glory, is that I 
see in myself nothing in which I can glory.  
—Catherine of Genoa 
 

· Sunday School 
           
Our Sunday school children will be 
presented Bibles during the Children’s 
Message on June 7, 2009. Plan to attend 
church with your child to support this event.  
 
Sunday school will end for the summer on 
June 21. Christian Education will be calling 
many of you to line up teachers for next fall, 
winter and spring. Pray about this. You are 
needed to be a Christian example to our 
young folks. Be prepared to say, “yes!” You 
will be blessed, just wait and see. 
 

· Memorial Day May 25, 2009 
 

   Memorial Day in East Bloomfield was 
beautiful—sunny skies and gentle breezes. 

The town came out, as they do every year, 
to remember those who gave the ultimate 
sacrifice so we might live with the freedoms 
we now hold dear. We also honored all who 
serve in the armed forces now and in the 

past. 
          This same scene is repeated from 
small villages to large cities from shore to 
shore in this great country. It is a humbling 
thing to visualize. God Bless America!      
 

· On giving and getting 
 

British author Elizabeth Bibesco said, 
“Blessed are those who can give without 
remembering and take without forgetting.”  
 
Can we follow her advice? Do we really 
need to keep a mental account of our 
sharing? Of course, we must keep financial 
records for tax purposes, but why dwell on 
our generosity? That might cultivate the sin 
of arrogant pride.  
 
Instead, keep the good feeling derived from 
giving. Dwell on that joy rather than on the 
amount or the service given. Never forget 
what others have done for you. A grateful 
heart blesses you as well as the people you 
help. 
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RICH IN HERITAGE, 
 

BONDED IN LOVE, 
 

GROWING IN CHRIST 
 

 


