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A note from the editor… 
 
 It has been several months since our 
congregation returned to our roots and 
declared ourselves to be 
Congregationalists. We are a member 
church of the National Association of 
Congregational Churches (NACCC) 

 The NACCC’s logo is 
reminiscent of the Mayflower 
that brought the first 
Separatists or Pilgrims to the 
New England coast. When I 
think of the Pilgrims I think of 

strength, adventure, risk taking and 
courage. I like to think that describes us 
too. We are moving forward with a group of 
faithful friends and members who are 
reaching out to our community, joining Bible 
Studies and Lenten Series and taking a 
step toward experiencing worship in other 
ways. 
 The Last Friday suppers help us 
reach out to our community, encouraging all 
who are lonely, hungry or struggling in any 
way to join us for a free meal and 
fellowship. 
 Our new Third Sunday Praise and 
Worship service is uplifting, joyful and 
spiritual. The service is led by Andy Schafer 
and the Voices of Faith Band. We meet in 
Fellowship Hall giving us a warm and cozy 
feeling. Everyone is welcome to all our 
services. Invite your friends and family to 
join us! 
 
  Sail on in Christ, 
        Phyllis 
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Just A 
Thought…… 
 
    A BIG thank you 
to Alice for leading 
our Church Council 
as its Moderator 
this past year.  
Well done good 
and faithful 

servant.  And Judd…..I guess you just 
didn’t get to the kitchen quick enough!!  
Seriously, we are all thankful that you 
agreed to serve as Moderator in 2010, and 
we are looking forward to a wonderful year 
under your leadership and guidance.     
 
We have been talking about the topic of 
transfigurations and how we are challenged 
to emerge from this Lenten season 
somehow transformed.  Once again, we will 
gather in our fellowship hall each 
Wednesday evening from 5:30PM -
7:00PM, beginning on February 24 th right 
through to March 24 th .  We will gather at 
5:30PM for soup and a sandwich.  We are 
invited to bring our own sandwich and the 
host church will provide the soup.  ALL of 
the gatherings will be held in our fellowship 
hall, but each congregation will take turns 
being the host church.  We are scheduled 
to provide the soup on 2/24 and 3/17 .  
After we have shared 30 minutes of 
fellowship, we will watch a DVD for 15-30 
minutes.  The topic this year is a series 
titled “24 Hours That Changed The World” 
by Adam Hamilton.  We will then spend at 
least 30 minutes discussing the video.  
Please feel free to join in at ANY TIME 
during the evening. 
 
During this cold weather, don’t forget to 
check on your neighbors and make sure 
everyone is okay. 

See you in church, Sandy 
 

 
       

 
 

    
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

Chicken & Biscuit Dinner 
 

April 10, 2010 – 4:00 – 7:00 PM 
Adults $8.50, Seniors $8.00, 

 children under 5 free. 
 
      
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PASTOR’S COLUMN  ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRAYER, MINISTRY 
AND HUMOR 

Saturday March 13, 2010 is 
 Family Fun Night! 

The Pot luck supper will begin at 6:00. Bring 
your dish to pass and your place settings. Bring 

your favorite board game. 
 

Lenten Sou p Suppers  
Fellowship Hall at First Congregational Church 

 
All suppers will begin at 5:30 PM. Soup will be 

provided. Please bring your own sandwich. 
 

February 24th through March 24th 
 

Discussion based on the book, Twenty Four 
Hours That Changed the World, Adam 

Hamiliton 
 

(First Congregational provides soup on 2/24 
and 3/17, sign up in Fellowship Hall) 

 
Easter Flowers 

 
If you want to purchase lilies or spring flowers 
for the sanctuary on Easter Morning please 

deliver them to the church on 
 Saturday, April 3rd. 

 
If you are providing them in memory or honor of 
a loved one, please give the names and details 

to Bob McConnell by March 28th 

. 



3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
7:30 Wed. nights Choir rehearsal  
Mar 3 Lenten Soup Supper 

5:30 PM 
Mar 5 -World Day of 

Prayer 
-Church Women 
United 12 N (inset).  

Mar 7 -3rd Sunday in Lent 
-Women’s Breakfast 
– 8:00 AM @ Twins 
Diner 
-Sunday school – 
9:00 
-First Sunday food 
basket and special 
offering 

Mar 10 Lenten Soup Supper 
5:30 PM 

Mar 13 Family Fun Night 
6:00-9:00 (inset) 

Mar 14 -Day light Savings 
time begins 
-4th Sunday in Lent 
 
 

Mar 17 Lenten Soup Supper 
5:30 PM 

Mar 20 First Day of Spring 
Mar 21 -Sunday school 9:00 

-5th Sunday in Lent 
 
 
 

Mar 22 -Book Club 7:00-
8:30 - Olive 
Kitteridge, Elizabeth 
Strout 

Mar 24 Lenten Soup Supper 
5:30 PM 

Mar 26 Last Friday Free 
Supper, 5-7 

Mar 28 -Men’s Breakfast 
8:00 AM @ Twins 
Diner 
-Palm Sunday 

Apr 1 Maundy Thursday 
Service- 7:00 - 
Details to be 
announced 

       

       
 
 
 
 
March 2  Rebecca Schaefer 
   Haillie Stewart 
March 6  Robin Stewart 
March 29  Larry Messner 
March 31  Cheryl Glamack 
April 10  Rachel Schaefer 
April 12  Bob Kelly 
April  21  Mara Glamack 
April 25  Bob McConnell 
                    

Just For Fun  Upcoming Events 

Church Women United  
 

Meets Friday, March 5th at 12:00 noon 
at East Bloomfield Episcopal Church 
Hall. 
 

The program will be presented by the 
East Bloomfield Methodist ladies. 
 

Bring your own sandwich or salad for 
lunch. Beverage and dessert is 
furnished by the host church. 
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Apr 2 Good Friday 
Service- 7:00 -
Details to be 
announced 

Apr 4 Easter Sunday 
No Sunday school 
 

April 10 Chicken & Biscuit 
Dinner 4-7  

Apr 11 Sunday School 9:00 
Apr 18 Sunday School 9:00 
Apr 19 Book Club-The Lace 

Reader, Brumonia 
Barry 7:00 

Apr 20 -Deadline for 
May/June  
Newsletter 

Apr 25 Men’s Breakfast 
8:00 AM @ Twins 
Diner 

Apr 30 Last Friday Free 
Supper 5-7 PM 

 
 
 
· Lectionary Readings March-

April (Year C) 
 

Mar 7   Isaiah 55:1-9   
  Psalm 63:1-8 I  
  Corinthians 10:1-13  
  Luke 13:1-9  
Mar 14  Joshua 5:9-12   
  Psalm 32  
  II Corinthians 5:16-21  
  Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32  
Mar 21  Isaiah 43:16-21    
  Psalm 126   
  Philippians 3:4b-14   
  John 12:1-8  
Liturgy of the Passion 
Mar 28  Isaiah 50:4-9a   
  Psalm 31:9-16  
  Philippians 2:5-11   
  Luke 22:14-23:56 or  
  Luke 23:1-49  
Holy Week Readings 
Mar 29  Isaiah 42:1-9   
  Psalm 36:5-11   
  Hebrews 9:11-15   

  John 12:1-11  
Mar 30  Isaiah 49:1-7   
  Psalm 71:1-14   
  I Corinthians 1:18-31   
  John 12:20-36  
Mar 31   Isaiah 50:4-9a  
  Psalm 70   
  Hebrews 12:1-3   
  John 13:21-32  
Maundy Thursday 
Apr 1   Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10), 11-14  
  Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19   
  I Corinthians 11:23-26  
  John 13:1-17, 31b-35  
Good Friday 
Apr 2   Isaiah 52:13-53:12   
  Psalm 22   
  Hebrews 10:16-25 or  
  Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9  
  John 18:1-19:42  
Holy Saturday 
Apr 3   Job 14:1-14 or  
  Lamentations 3:1-9, 19-24   
  Psalm 31:1-4, 15-16   
  I Peter 4:1-8    
  Matthew 27:57-66 or  
  John 19:38-42  
Easter Day 
Apr 4   Acts 10:34-43 or  
  Isaiah 65:17-25  
  Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24  
  I Corinthians 15:19-26 or  
  Acts 10:34-43  
  John 20:1-18 or  
  Luke 24:1-12  
Apr 11  Acts 5:27-32  
  Psalm 118:14-29 or  
  Psalm 150  
  Revelation 1:4-8   
  John 20:19-31   
Apr 18  Acts 9:1-6, (7-20)   
  Psalm 30   
  Revelation 5:11-14   
  John 21:1-19  
Apr 25  Acts 9:36-43   
  Psalm 23   
  Revelation 7:9-17  
  John 10:22-30 
 
 
 
 

PEWPOINTS 
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· The Ties That Bind  
 

  “Pursuing prayer is prayer on a 
mission.  It is diligent, fervent, 
constant, persevering, 
determined, and convinced.” 

         ~ David Bryant 
 Please pray for our friends and 
members who are unable to attend worship 
or are journeying through difficult times. 
Especially remember Madelyn, Joanne, 
Jean, Edythe, Lil and Rosalie.  
 Doris Virkus notified us that her 
sister Rhoda Effrige died 2-26-2010. Cards 
may be sent to Doris Virkus, 33 Oakmount 
Ave, Bloomfield, NY 14469 
 In addition please offer prayers for 
these friends and members in March and 
April: Marilyn Shafer, Madeline & Joann 
Patterson, Jim & Phyllis Rechtin,   Anne 
Lincoln, Bruce & Jacquie Walters,          
Rich & Nancy Walters, Donna McGraw                 
and the Boni Family.   
 Patty Gliewe (Albert’s wife) 
continues with dialysis. Al reports that she 
had a recent trip to the ER for a problem 
with the IV site on her arm.   Her address is 
4633 Ontario Street Ext., Canandaigua, 
New York 14424. She would love to receive 
cards. 
 Keep all our friends who winter south 
or west in our prayers. Safe journeys and 
safe return in the spring.  
 

· Book Club  
 

 On March 22, 2010 the Book Club 
will meet at 7:00 to discuss Olive Kitteridge 
by Elizabeth Strout.  
 At times stern, at other times patient, 
at times perceptive, at other times in sad 
denial, Olive Kitteridge, a retired 
schoolteacher, deplores the changes in her 
little town of Crosby, Maine, and in the 
world at large, but she doesn’t always 
recognize the changes in those around her: 
a lounge musician haunted by a past 
romance; a former student who has lost the 
will to live; Olive’s own adult child, who 
feels tyrannized by her irrational 
sensitivities; and her husband, Henry, who 

finds his loyalty to his marriage both a 
blessing and a curse.  
 As the townspeople grapple with 
their problems, mild and dire, Olive is 
brought to a deeper understanding of 
herself and her life --- sometimes painfully, 
but always with ruthless honesty. Olive 
Kitteridge offers profound insights into the 
human condition --- its conflicts, its 
tragedies and joys, and the endurance it 
requires. 
 Our April reading is The Lace 
Reader by Brunonia Barry. The club will 
meet on April 19th for discussion. 
 “Brunonia Barry tells a suspenseful, 
fast-paced story. Her many sympathetic 
characters are nicely drawn and inhabit a 
world thick with local charm and historical 
detail. Barry mixes together witchcraft, 
madness, abused women, Red Hats, 
survivor guilt, memory loss, precognition, 
and dissociation into a heady brew that will 
go down easily for many readers.” Boston 
Globe  
 

· ‘Nones’ are gaining ground  

  
 According to the recent “American 
Religious Identification Survey,” 15 percent 
of Americans now identify with no religion. If 
the trend continues, experts predict that 
people with no religious affiliation could 
soon surpass the nation’s largest 
denominations.  
 “Nones aren’t a fringe group 
anymore and are now part of middle 
America,” says demographer and study 
coauthor Ariela Keysar, quoted in USA 
Today last year. “They’re present in every 
socio-demographic group.”  
 Although “Nones” reject organized 
religion, half still believe in God or a higher 
power. Interestingly, Nones are the only 
major U.S. “faith group” consisting mostly of 
males.  
 Lead researcher Barry Kosmin said 
people have many misconceptions about 
Nones. “They’re not New Age searchers or 
spiritual or even hardened atheists. They’re 
a stew of agnostics, deists and rationalists. 
[They’re] skeptical about organized religion 
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and clerics while still holding to an idea of 
God.”  
 Hearing about all the “Nones” gives 
us even more reason to go out and share 
our faith with someone. 
 

· The red-faced usher 
 

 When an elderly woman asked a 
church usher to seat her close to the pulpit, 
he tried to talk her out of it. “If you sit up 
front, you won’t be able to sleep,” he said.  
 The woman looked the usher square 
in the face and asked, “Do you know who I 
am?”  
      “No, I don’t,” he responded.  
     “Well,” she said firmly, “I’m the 
preacher’s mother.”  
      Fully embarrassed, the usher asked, 
“Do you know who I am?”  
      “No,” she answered.  
      “Good!” whispered the fellow. “Sit 
anywhere you want.” 
 

· “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” 
 

 On Palm Sunday, many 
congregations sing a hymn written for 
children but loved by adults, too.  
 Jeanette Threlfall, an Englishwoman, 
composed “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” in 
1873.  
 Threlfall’s parents died when she 
was still very young, so she was sent from 
one relative to another. She also had two 
serious accidents during childhood, leaving 
her disabled.  
 Threlfall handled her difficulties by 
developing a beautiful, cheerful character. 
She was more concerned about others than 
herself. People loved to visit her because 
they left feeling uplifted and joyous. Threlfall 
became known for her sacred poems and 
hymns. Many are considered classics, filled 
with sound doctrine and fervent devotion.  
 Here is the first stanza of her Palm 
Sunday anthem:  
 
“Hosanna, loud hosanna, the little children 
sang;  

Through pillared court and temple the lovely 
anthem rang.  
To Jesus, who had blessed them close 
folded to his breast,  
The children sang their praises, the 
simplest and the best.” 
  

· The real meaning of the cross 
 

 “At the cross we understand what 
God means when he talks of loving us, 
begin to take it in that there is nothing that 
he will not do, no sacrifice he will not make, 
no suffering that he will shirk, if only he can 
help us. ‘He loved me,’ said Paul, standing 
upon Calvary and gazing in a stunned way 
at the cross, ‘I who was a persecutor, and a 
blasphemer, and injurious, and yet he loved 
me and he gave himself for me.’ And with 
that [Paul’s] heart broke, and the old life 
was gone.” —Scottish preacher Arthur John 
Gossip, in a 1926 sermon titled “What 
Happens at Calvary” 
 

· The promise of Christ 
 

 The 14th chapter of John’s gospel 
contains this promise our Lord gave his 
disciples: “If you love me, you will keep my 
commandments. And I will ask the Father, 
and he will give you another Advocate 
(sometimes translated Comforter), to be 
with you forever” (John 14:15-16, NRSV).  
 Jesus added: “I will not leave you 
orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little 
while the world will no longer see me, but 
you will 
see me; because I live, you also will live” 
(John 14:18-19).  
 What a wonderful promise! Jesus 
knew he would be dying. He knew the 
disciples would see his resurrected body. 
But even after Jesus ascended into heaven, 
the disciples wouldn’t be alone. The Holy 
Spirit would come to comfort and embolden 
them.  
 “[My] peace I leave with you,” Jesus 
concluded. “Do not let your hearts be 
troubled, and do not let them be afraid” 
(John14:27). 
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· Good Friday? 
 

 At first glance, Good Friday appears 
to be a misnomer. It seems inconsistent 
that the day of Christ’s crucifixion should in 
any way be described as “good.” But that 
seeming inconsistency vanishes when we 
understand that the ancient meaning of 
good was “holy.” The word holy is entirely 
consistent with the suffering and cross that 
Christ endured for us. Hence, Good Friday 
is also known as Holy Friday. 
 

· Hey, Death! You lose! 
 

The Master said it affirmatively: “Because I 
live, you also will live” (John 14:19, NRSV). 
William Sloane Coffin said, “We are on the 
road to heaven now if we walk with the 
Lord.”  
 Do you believe it? If you fully accept 
Christ’s resurrection, you can be assured 
that you, as a child of God and a follower of 
Christ, will live eternally.  
 If you were a gifted sculptor, would 
you, after working a number of years, grab 
a hammer and smash your masterpiece to 
pieces? Of course not! Just so, God 
wouldn’t allow death to triumph over us ... 
unless we arrogantly chose otherwise.  
 St. Paul wrote to the Corinthians: “[I]f 
Christ has not been raised, then our 
proclamation has been in vain and your 
faith has been in vain” (1 Corinthians 15:14, 
NRSV). But then he affirmed: “In fact Christ 
has been raised from the dead” (verse 20). 
That will be true for all who call Christ 
Savior. 
  

· Radar praying 
  

I was once told how radar works. The 
electronic unit used sends out radio waves. 
When the waves hit something, they 
bounce back and are displayed on a 
screen. That’s similar to a helpful way I 
commune with God.  
 When I’ve spent some quiet time in 
his presence, I let my mind slowly start 
moving in a circle. I never know what will 
appear on my mind’s “screen.” Whatever 

comes up, I consider that I should give it 
attention.  
 Today, for example, the war in 
Afghanistan came up first. I prayed that 
hostility would cease, that children could go 
safely to school and that the government 
might respond to people’s needs.  
 I moved on to other “pictures.” My 
friend in Texas whose wife just died. 
Members of Congress who need God’s 
guidance. Missionaries in hostile places. 
The unemployed, the homeless, the 
starving, the sick.  
 Such praying takes time. Sometimes 
your mind strays or “gets stuck.” Allow God 
to direct your thoughts. When a “picture” 
comes up and feels God-directed, pray 
about the matter.  
 One more thing: Don’t be surprised 
at the results. God may well indicate what 
your role could be in providing answers.  
—Charles Ferrell 
 

· The greatest ornament 
 

“The church knew what the psalmist knew: 
Music praises God. Music is as well, or 
better, able to praise him than the building 
of a church and all its decoration; it is the 
church’s greatest ornament.” —Igor 
Stravinsky 
 

· What is faith? 
  

“Sight is not faith, and hearing is not faith, 
neither is feeling faith; but believing when 
we neither see, hear nor feel is faith; and 
everywhere the Bible tells us our salvation 
is to be by faith. Therefore we must believe 
before we feel, and often against our 
feelings, if we would honor God by our 
faith.” —Hannah Whitall Smith 
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Picture Us! Faces of the January 2010 Annual Meeting 

Yes, of course we ate well before the meeting! Among other business an amendment 
to our by-laws was voted in. 
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There are always repairs and remodeling necessary in a 200 year old building! This Fall the 
Trustees have remodeled the basement restrooms. What were once two separate and dark 
restrooms is now a large, bright unisex restroom. The floor has been leveled, a new ceiling 
installed, new paint, new door, new fixtures, new flooring and baseboards. The improvement is 
outstanding!  
  
Here is the beginning of the work. Notice the cobblestone foundation seen here from the 
inside. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here is the finished project! 
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RICH IN HERITAGE, 
 

BONDED IN LOVE, 
 

GROWING IN CHRIST 
 

 

 


