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A note from the editor...

Take a very good look at this page
and you’ll notice something bright and new
at the top of the page! This is the new logo
for our church that was created by Derek
Messner. It has been placed on the church
stationary, the history brochures and the
note pads. It graces the new sign outside of
the church. Eventually we hope to have it at
the top of our website. Derek thank you for
all your work in creating our new logo!

We just completed two fund raising
dinners that were beautifully and deliciously
prepared. A lot of hard work went into both
these dinners. Thank you so much to
Donna, Larry, Lujza and Judd who
organized the Chicken and Biscuit Dinner
and to Alice and Bob who spearheaded the
Senior Citizens Dinner. Attendance was
very light for both dinners and that is
disappointing, but the efforts of all do not go
unrecognized!

So it is time for some good
fellowship for fellowship’s sake! Christian
Fellowship (coming from the Greek word
koinonia) is defined as "to hold something
in common.” It is a term that implies action
involving more than one person. It is not
just “being” together, it is “doing” together!
We do this well in First Congregational. We
join together to worship, to sing and praise
and to feed the hungry! Our fellowship also
includes times we spend together enjoying
each other’s company. So save the date—
June 12" for a progressive dinner. Details
will be announced later. This evening will
be a chance to kick back, relax, laugh and




enjoy our common love of Christ and of
each other. See you there, Phyllis

PASTOR'S COLUMN

Just A
Thought......

As we enter
into the month of
May, what are
some of the things
you are looking
forward to?
Summer is just
around the corner and our minds turn to
thoughts of warm weather activities. Are
you a golfer? Perhaps you enjoy gardening.
Maybe you enjoy riding your bike or taking
walks. How about boating and fishing?
There are many of us who like to enjoy a
nice cup of coffee while sitting on the porch
enjoying God’s creation. The list goes on
and on. Personally, |1 love opening the
windows and letting the fresh air in.

Warm weather is also a sign to us
that we will soon be joining our friends from
UMC and St. Peter’s for our shared worship
services in the park. Over the years we
have experimented and tried a number of
different services, but it appears that the
overall consensus for our participation in
these services should be three. The exact
dates have not as yet been determined, but
most likely they will be in July.

As we dream of warm weather and
sunny days, how or what are you doing to
keep the events of Easter morning in the
forefront of your thoughts? Many of us take
advantage of the daily devotional books
that are available in the back of the church.
They serve as an easy and convenient way
to engage in daily prayer and discernment.
Or how about just taking your bible out with
you when you are on the deck, porch or
dock “relaxing”? The point is, late spring
and summer can be a wonderful
opportunity for us to open up our minds and
let some fresh ideas in. Perhaps... we will
experience familiar Scripture differently

because of some trial, tribulation or joy that
we have had since the last time we read a
certain passage. Instead of stopping by the
library before you go on that summer
vacation, why not just pack your bible?

Have a safe and blessed summer.

reading! Sandy

Happ

ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRAYER, MINISTRY
AND HUMOR

May 12 Bob Hodges
May 26 Albert Gliewe
May 28 Judd Rockcastle

June 6 Jean Webb
June 9 Andy Schaefer
June 14 Joshua Schaefer
June 16 Nancy Walters

June 17 Mona Eddy

June 19 Jackie Shultz

June 20 Janice Kelly
Daniel Glamack

June 25 Dorothy Hodges

June 26 Joan Hall

June 30 Beth Boni

Area Events
Garage Sale @ St. Mark Lutheran Church, 73
Mendon lonia Road, Mendon--May 14 & 15,
9am to 4pm

Ham Dinner @United Church of Bristol, May
15, 4:30 p.m.-7 p.m., Adults-$8.00, Children
5-12 $4.00, Children under 5 - free, take-out
meals are available

Rummage Sale @ lonia United Methodist
Church, Elton Road, lonia—May 21-22,
8:30am-2:30pm.




Progressive Dinner
Join in the fun on June 12, 2010

Appetizers at 5:00 to 5:45
Salad at 6:00 to 6:30
Main course and dessert in
Fellowship Hall 6:45

Fntertainment following the meal.
Please RSVP so we have a good

count. The destinations will be
announced later.

Church Women United
May 7, 2010 at 12:00 Noon
Honeoye United Church of Christ
Program by lonia Methodist Church
“Living the Vision”
Bring a sandwich. Dessert and drink is
provided by the host church.

Just For Fun

Upcoming Events

7:30 Wed. nights Choir rehearsal

May 2 -Women'’s Breakfast
- 800 AM @
Polimeni’s
-Sunday school —
9:00
-First Sunday food
basket and special
offering

May 6 National Day of
Prayer

May 7 Church Women
United-12N at
Honeoye UCC

May 9 Mother’s Day

May 13 Ascension Day

May 15 Armed Forces Day

May 23 Pentecost

May 25 -Book Club 7:00-
8:30 The Cutting
Edge, Allison
Brennan

May 28 Last Friday Free
Supper, 5-7

May 30 -Men'’s Breakfast
8:.00 AM @
Polimeni’s

May 31 Memorial Day



June 6

June 12

June 20

June 21

June 15

June 25

June 27

-Women'’s Breakfast
- 8:00 AM @
Polimeni’s
-Sunday school —
9:00

-First Sunday food
basket and special
offering
Progressive Dinner
beginning @ 5:00.
See announcement
below

-Father’'s Day
-Sunday School
9:00—Sunday
school ends for the
summer

-First day of
Summer

-Book Club-700-
8:30—The Art of
Racing in the Rain,
Garth Stein
-Deadline for
July/August
Newsletter

Last Friday Free
Supper 5-7 PM
Men'’s Breakfast
8:00 AM @
Polimeni’s

PEWPOINTS

Lectionary Readings May-June

(Year C)

May 2

May 9

May 13

Acts 11:1-18
Psalm 148
Revelation 21:1-6
John 13:31-35
Acts 16:9-15
Psalm 67
Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5
John 14:23-29 or
John 5:1-9

Acts 1:1-11

Psalm 47 or
Psalm 93
Ephesians 1:15-23

May 16

May 23

May 30

June 6

June 13

June 20

June 27

Luke 24:44-53

Acts 16:16-34

Psalm 97

Rev. 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21
John 17:20-26

Acts 2:1-21 or

Genesis 11:1-9

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
Romans 8:14-17or

Acts 2:1-21

John 14:8-17, (25-27)
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31
Psalm 8

Romans 5:1-5

John 16:12-15

| Kings 17:8-16, (17-24) or

| Kings 17:17-24

Psalm 146 or

Psalm 30

Galatians 1:11-24

Luke 7:11-17

| Kings 21:1-10, (11-14), 15-
2laor

Il Samuel 11:26-12:10, 13-15
Psalm 5:1-8 or

Psalm 32

Galatians 2:15-21

Luke 7:36-8:3

| Kings 19:1-4, (5-7), 8-15a or
Isaiah 65:1-9

Psalm 42 and 43 or

Psalm 22:19-28

Galatians 3:23-29 Luke 8:26-
39

Il Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 or

| Kings 19:15-16, 19-21
Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20 or
Psalm 16

Galatians 5:1, 13-25

Luke 9:51-62

The Ties That Bind

“Pursuing prayer is prayer on a
mission. It is diligent, fervent,
constant, persevering,
determined, and convinced.”

~ David Bryant

Please pray for our friends and
members who are unable to attend worship
or are journeying through difficult times.
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Especially remember Madelyn, Joanne,
Jean, Lil and Rosalie.

During this Easter season our church
family lost 3 faithful members. Rhoda
Effrige left us in February.

Pray for Gladys DeSain and her
children, Gene, Rose, Joe and Shelly and
all her children and great grandchildren.

Remember Rich and Nancy, Bruce
and Jacquie and Mary and all the
grandchildren and great grandchildren of
Edythe Walters in your prayers.

In addition please offer prayers for
these friends and members in May and
June: Larry & Donna Messner, Rosalie
Munson, the Mitchell family, Adair Wheeler,
Mona & Mick Eddy, Bill & Joan Hall, Bob &
Dorothy Hodges, Doris Virkus and Roger &
Terry Silvernall

The snow birds are slowly returning
home. Safe journeys!

Book Club

May 25, 2010 we will discuss The
Nanny Diaries, Emma McLaughlin & Nicola
Kraus. Book Summary: One young woman
to take care of four-year-old boy.

Must be cheerful, enthusiastic and self-less
- bordering on masochistic.

Must relish 16 hour shifts with a deliberately
nap deprived preschooler.

Must love getting thrown up on, literately
and figuratively, by everyone in his family.
Must enjoy the delicious anticipation of
ridiculously low, erratic pay.

Mostly, must love being treated like fungus
found growing out of employer's Hermes
bag.

Those who take it personally need not
apply.

Who wouldn't want this job?
Struggling to graduate from NYU and afford
her microscopic studio apartment, Nanny
takes a position caring for the only son of
the wealthy X family. She rapidly learns the
insane amount of juggling involved to
ensure that a Park Avenue wife who doesn't
work, cook, clean, or raise her own child
has a smooth day.

When the Xs marriage begins to
disintegrate, Nanny ends up involved way
beyond the bounds of human decency or
good taste. Her tenure with the X family
becomes a nearly impossible mission to
maintain the mental health of their four-
year-old, her own integrity and, most
importantly, her sense of humor. Over nine
tense months Mrs. X and Nanny perform
the age-old dance of decorum and power
as they test the limits of modern-day
servitude.

The Nanny Diaries deftly skewers
the manner in which America's over-
privileged raise les petites over-privileged--
as if grooming them for a Best in Show
competition. Written by two former nannies,
this alternately comic and poignant satire
punctures the glamour of Manhattan's
upper class.

On June 21, 2010 we will discuss
The Art of Racing in the Rain, Garth Stein.
Publisher Comments:

Enzo knows he is different from

other dogs: a philosopher with a nearly
human soul (and an obsession with
opposable thumbs), he has educated
himself by watching television extensively,
and by listening very closely to the words of
his master, Denny Swift, an up-and-coming
race car driver.
Through Denny, Enzo has gained
tremendous insight into the human
condition, and he sees that life, like racing,
isn't simply about going fast. Using the
techniques needed on the race track, one
can successfully navigate all of life's
ordeals.

On the eve of his death, Enzo takes
stock of his life, recalling all that he and his
family have been through: the sacrifices
Denny has made to succeed professionally;
the unexpected loss of Eve, Denny's wife;
the three-year battle over their daughter,
Zoe, whose maternal grandparents pulled
every string to gain custody. In the end,
despite what he sees as his own limitations,
Enzo comes through heroically to preserve
the Swift family, holding in his heart the
dream that Denny will become a racing
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champion with Zoe at his side. Having
learned what it takes to be a
compassionate and successful person, the
wise canine can barely wait until his next
lifetime, when he is sure he will return as a
man.

A heart-wrenching but deeply funny
and ultimately uplifting story of family, love,
loyalty, and hope, The Art of Racing in the
Rain is a beautifully crafted and captivating
look at the wonders and absurdities of
human life...as only a dog could tell it.

Seven things you'll never regret

1. Feeling reverence for your Maker.

2. Showing kindness to an aged person.
3. Destroying a letter — or not sending an
e-mail — written in anger.

4. Offering an apology that saves a
friendship.

5. Stopping gossip that could wreck a
reputation.

6. Taking time to show loved ones
consideration.

7. Accepting the judgment of God on any
guestion.

Easter isn't over

During your preparations for Easter,
you may have heard someone say, “All this
work and it'll all be over so soon.” Sorry, but
they’re wrong.

Easter as a celebration of the return
of spring, the Easter of the Easter Bunny
and colored eggs and candy, fancy hats
and new spring clothes may be over by
Easter Monday, not to come around again
until next year.

But the true Easter, the celebration
of Christ’'s resurrection, is never over.
Easter is the reminder and the celebration
of a continuing fact: Christ, who was raised
from death, is alive today, tomorrow and
forever. Daily he offers us and the whole
world power to begin new life now.

Easter isn’t over ... ever!

Your faith can grow

The suspension bridge over Niagara
Falls was begun by a thread attached to a
kite. When the wind blew, the kite floated
across the water to the other side. Workers
then attached a string to the thread and
pulled it across. To the string, they attached
a rope and pulled it back. By this slow-but-
sure method, the bridge was built.

Our faith may be just a little thread or
no larger than a mustard seed, but we must
act on it (see James 2:14-18). Through
action, our faith will be strengthened
(Colossians 1:23) as it moves us to do even
greater works of faith for our Lord (2
Thessalonians 1:3). And in this slow-but-
sure way, our faith can grow exceedingly
(Ephesians 4:15-16).

Mind your manners

During the HIN1 flu epidemic, a
mother took her 4-year-old daughter to get
a shot. When the child saw the needle, she
was frightened and began to protest loudly.

Finally, the mother had a firm talk
with her daughter. “Calm down!” she
commanded. “You have to have the shot.
It's very important for your health. So settle
down and be polite.” Then the mother
nodded to the nurse to proceed.

The nurse sweetly asked, “Are you
ready now for your shot?” The child’s
answer was certainly truthful — and polite.
“No, thank you,” she said.

A high standard

Beloved humorist Will Rogers had
great appreciation for his mother. Mary
Rogers taught her eight children God’s
laws, and she loved and guided them with
wisdom and passion. She performed
endless works of charity, thus setting an
example for them to follow.

So it was with Mary, the innocent
maid God chose to be Jesus’ mother. She
witnessed Jesus’ cruel death and was
present at his glorious resurrection. As
proof of their unbreakable bond, Jesus,
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from the cross, made sure Mary would be
cared for.

According to The Interpreter’s
Dictionary of the Bible (Abingdon Press):
“Mary ... represents all that was finest in
Jewish womanhood and motherhood. Her
deep spiritual sensitivity; her purity, faith
and obedience to the divine will; her
scrupulous attention to the training of her
son in the religious traditions of his people;
her loyalty to him, as evidence by her
presence at the Cross, even when she did
not fully understand him — all mark her as
a person of remarkable qualities.”

Are you listening?

A father asked his 7-year-old son to
say the mealtime prayer. “All right,” the boy
said. “Let’s pray.”

When every head was bowed, the
boy prayed, “Lord, we thank you for the
pancakes we’re going to eat tonight.
Amen.”

“Jimmy,” his mother said. “I think you
should know we’re having chicken, not
pancakes, tonight.”

“I know,” Jimmy answered. “l just
wanted to see if God was paying attention.”

The grace of God

A man was met at the gates of
heaven by St. Peter, who said, “It will take
1,000 points for you to be admitted. The
way you lived your life will determine your
points.”

The man said, “Unless | was sick, |
attended worship every Sunday and sang in
the choir.”

“That's 50 points,” said St. Peter.
“What else?”

“I gave liberally to the church,” the
man said.

“Twenty-five points,” replied St.
Peter. “Anything else?”

Realizing he had only 75 points, the
man began to get desperate. “I taught
Sunday school for several years.”

“That's great work for God, but it's
worth only 25 points,” noted St. Peter.

The man became frantic. “You
know,” he said, “at this rate the only way I'll
get into heaven is by the grace of God!”

Peter smiled as he said, “That’s
worth 900 points! Come on in!”

About the Trinity

We call it, in theological terms, the
doctrine of the Trinity. But rather than
believing in three gods, Christians believe
in one God who is manifested in three
forms: God the Creator, the Incarnate God
(Jesus) and God'’s (Holy) Spirit.

Theologian Henry Van Dusen
thought of the Trinity in these terms: In God
the Father, we see the ultimacy of God; in
God the Son, we see the character of God;
and in God the Holy Spirit, we sense the
intimacy of God.

Generation gap

After crawling into Grandpa’s lap,
little Freddie asked, “Were you in the ark
with Noah, Grandpa?”

The grandfather chuckled, “Why, no,
Son, | wasn’t.”

The youngster persisted, “Then why
weren’t you drowned?”

The greatest ornament

“The church knew what the psalmist knew:
Music praises God. Music is as well, or
better, able to praise him than the building
of a church and all its decoration; it is the
church’'s greatest ornament.” —Igor
Stravinsky

Do you need a Christian tune-
up?

If so, here are five tune-up specials for you:

1. Adjust your lights so others may see your
good works.

2. Set your timing so as to be at the
meeting on time.

3. Adjust the brakes on your tongue.



4. Align your direction so that you may stay

on the straight and narrow.

5. Anti-freeze your heart and be fervent in
spirit. Above all things, love the Lord your
God with all your heart and soul and mind.

Faith alone

“A man can accept what Christ has done
without knowing how it works; indeed, he
certainly won’'t know how it works until he’s
accepted it.” —C.S. Lewis

Picture Us!

Family Life Supper
March 13, 2010
After sharing a good meal the group
enjoyed table games. (above) Alice,
Phyllis and Bev play scrabble.

Choir Rehearsal
Don't be fooled! The choir is usually
laughing and talking. Poor Beth! She is
S0 patient with us.
But we do get the job done—usually!

Larry, Donna, Lujza, Logan, Bob, Judd
and Jim play a noisy game of Attack
Uno.

The Chicken and Biscuit Dinner
Planning committee

Lujza, Donna, Judd and Larry—qgreat 8
job! Thank you for all your work.
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